Summary. This Introduction.
Material and methods.
The Idotea used in this study were born and reared in our laboratory and originated from a population in Marseille.
The ventral thoracic part of the cuticle with the attached sub-epidermal and perineural fat body was dissected at different periods of the molting cycle, and consequently during the ovarian cycle.
The procedure for incubating the fat body in vitro is described in figure 1 (according to Brookes, 1976 : Leucophaea maderae and Hagedorn et al. : Aedes aegypti).
The preparation of the specific antibodies for the vitellogenin used in this study has been previously described (Picaud and Souty, 1980a figure 2 ; the first peak ofsynthesis was observed during stage C 2 , but a highly significant increase coincided with stage D l &dquo;', followed by a drop as laying occurred.
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